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It was calculated in 1917, when the British Government
asked the Government of India to raise half a million
more troops, that, of the Martial races, viz. those who
had heart and physique for the profession of arms, there
were not more than 35 millions of all ages and sexes.
That meant, but, perhaps five million who could possibly
serve as soldiers. The story of the races of India, martial
and otherwise, is a curious one, and indeed one from
which all the history and all the difficulties of India really
arise*

Those non-conversant with military problems may still
have heard the phrase, Indianization of the Indian Army.
That means that in future some of the Indian regiments
instead of having a dozen British and about eighteen Indian
officers, will have all Indians as the years roll on. How
far this will be successful, only experience can say. Up till
some ten years ago all corps had this superior cadre of
British officers, to whom alone the fighting reputation of
the Indian soldier is attributable so far as training and
leading the willing material goes. This measure of advance
was, however, ripe for introduction experimentally.

A modern Army of this size, small though it is, for the
area and responsibilities involved, is a costly business.
But the dangers to be met are very great, and the Indian
Army finds itself taking part in some form of unsought
war every year. The readiness with which the Indian
Army sends troops to other Imperial theatres of war, is
but paralleled by the readiness with which Britain and
in future no doubt the Empire as a whole, will rally to
the needs of India.

The British garrison in India has been reduced by 10,000
men as compared with 1914, and considerable reductions,
almost below the margin of safety, have taken place since
1918 here also in the Indian Corps.

China is one of the theatres to which in the past Indian
troops have often been sent, with conspicuous success.